URCOIING

EVENITS

¢ 1st SUNDAY WALKER COUNTY SINGING @ OAKMAN TODAY @ 2 PM
¢+ GUS NICHOLS SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL EMPHASIS SEP 7 @ 6 PM

BIRTHDAYS

SEPTEMBER
10—Romaine Elliott

SERMONS

Sep 3, 2017

30—Deloris Brown & Margie Mays AM: THE HOLY SPIRIT'S ROLE IN

ANNIVERSARIES

SEPTEMBER
3—Chuck & Patricia Windham
8—Lynn & Betty Honeycutt
19—David & Margaret Barton

SICK LIST

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Sandy Rich-
ardson, Bettye Henderson, Asher
Phillips, Jeremy Chambers, Bruce
Windham

CONVERSION
PM: GENESIS 1

PRAYER LIST

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDon-
ald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Don-
na Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madi-
son Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike
Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Har-
rison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor
Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud
Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Ma-
son Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker,
Mike Myers, Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson,
Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope

THE WEST WALKER WELCOMER

Times of service:

Sunday:

Bible Class:

9:30 AM

Worship:

10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:

Eugene McDonald
924-4827

Carl Myers
221-0637

Neil Myers
924-9289

Bruce Windham
221-2348

Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747

Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org

Six Reasons | Don@Play the Lottery
Tom Wacaster

Just because the government may sanction something, that
does not make it right. | do not play the Lottery because:
1. It is addictive. The evidence is overwhelming—5 million gam-
bling addicts, “Compulsive Gamblers Hotline,” “Gamblers Anon-
ymous,” and “Your 1-800 toll free number” all attest to the ad-
dictive nature of this vice.
2. It seeks to gain at the expense of others. Do your math. Cost
of ticket = $1; Jackpot = S1 million; Number of winners = 1;
Number of losers = 999,999. The majority of participants come
from the poor and impoverished.
3. It violates Matthew 7:12. “All things therefore whatsoever ye
would that men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto
them.” The gambler hates these words of Christ because he
does not desire that others do to him what he seeks to do unto
others.
4. It is bad stewardship. God’s gracious gifts are not to be
squandered. “Every good gift . . . is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights” (James 1:17). We are stewards of
what God has given us, and “it is required in stewards, that a
man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2).
5. It violates the work ethic. God’s instructions to us is that we
labor with our hands in order that we may have whereof to give
to him that hath need (Ephesians 4:28).
6. It fails the Ofruit testé of our Lord. “Every good tree bringeth
forth good fruit” (Matthew 7:17). Everywhere gambling has
gone, organized crime is not far behind. Heartache, addiction,
loss, misery, poverty, and divorce are just a few of the undesira-
ble fruits associated with gambling.

|II

Beloved, let us “abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thessaloni-

ans 5:22).



Attachment to OStuffe
Lance Cordle

| must make a confession—I enjoy watching American Pickers on the History Channel. The adven-
tures of Mike Wolf and Frank Fritz, have captured my attention numerous times in the past three
or four years. Even though | turn away from most “reality shows,” and even though | know some
of the show’s elements are set-up, | am drawn in by the pursuit of historical things and the bar-
gains Mike and Frank find.

Week after week, they encounter people who are in possession of “stuff” they have collected for
years. The meeting with the “pickers” may come by apparent chance, by solicitation, or by a call
going out following the death of loved one. The latter circumstance being the result of a decision
to mark the passing of a time of life, as well as the person who was part of the time of life.

In a recent commercial for American Pickers, Mike Wolf expressed his own fascination with the
people they meet and their attachment to “inanimate objects” (i.e., “stuff”). Indeed, as | watch
some of the interchanges between the “pickers” and the collectors, | see the clear hesitation, and
even refusal to part with some item because of the emotional attachment to that object on the
part of the collector.

As | think about the pickers and the collectors they meet, | am well aware of three things. First, |
am very aware of the ease of becoming attached to things. If we pay a high price for something,
or if someone we value highly owned that object, we may become very possessive of it. Value of
money spent and value of relationships cause us to want to hold on to things. We must remem-
ber that things are capable of being destroyed in a moment and will eventually “wear out” or
“rust out.”

Secondly, | am aware the Bible warns me that | am not to love or trust in things. Jesus himself
said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal ” (Matthew 6:19, 20).

Finally, we must remember we cannot take things with us when we die. No matter how good it
makes us feel to place objects with bodies, in caskets, we must not deceive ourselves into think-
ing those things will be used by them again. Paul reminded his friend, Timothy (and thusus, as
well), “for we brought nothing into the world and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1
Timothy 6:7).

SERMON ADVANTAGE

THE HOLY SPIRIT@ ROLE IN CONVERSION
(Acts 2:22-38)

. The of the Holy Spirit in conversion.
A. ltis not to open the heart of the sinner to God’s word.
B. The primary work of the Holy Spirit in conversion is to the hearer of
his sinfulness.
1. Those on the Day of Pentecost were in their hearts.
2. Saul of Tarsus was of his sins.
C. The word “reprove” means to “convict, refute, confute, generally with a suggestion of
the of the person convicted of sin”.
Il. The the Holy Spirit convicts is through the word of God.

A. The Calvinist tells you the Spirit operates on the heart.

B. At Pentecost, you have the Spirit in and
1. The people present were and
2. Peter said hear my and assuredly.

C. The conversion of the is another illustration.

D. The parable of the
heart of a sinner.

has no point if the Spirit operates directly on the

. ideas taught by direct operation of the Holy Spirit.

This doctrine does away with the need for

This doctrine shows God to be

This doctrine does away with the of the

The doctrine refutes the - of the scriptures.

This doctrine destroys the belief that the is God’s power to
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This doctrine refutes every account in the book of




